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over the slain. I have since heard of this bloody affray from another 
quarter. Admitting the truth of this story, is it strange that a grass- 
hopper should be the occasion of a battle among savages, when mighty 
kings, and states, and empires have fought and fallen for an airy noth- 
ing. A bucket once occasioned a dreadful war in Italy. In the middle 
ages, half of Europe poured into Asia, and fought and bled for an 
empty sepulchre; and millions of lives have been sacrificed, and rivers 
of blood shed, for an imaginary thing, called " the balance of power." 
An instance of the war-spirit. — An aged and worthy friend, 
in narrating some of the events of the American Revolution, seemed 
to kindle into the ardor and fire of war. He had always, when he 
thought of it, felt indignant that the Americans should abandon Ticon- 
deroga, and fly before the British. He said, the American General, 
St. Clair, was " a traitor. They called him Sin-clear; but for my 
part, I think he was full of sin, as an egg is full of meat. If I could 
have had an opportunity, I would have shot him with as good an appe- 
tite, as ever a hungry man ate his breakfast." Such was the feeling, 
at the time, of a venerable man of fourscore years. How hard to 
conquer the spirit of war! 



THE SECRETARY'S LABORS. 

We have no room to give in detail or abstract, and must content 
ourselves with saying, that he has, since the date of our last account, 
been lecturing in Connecticut and this State. In the former he spent 
about two months, and visited Tolland, North Coventry, Vernon, 
Rockville, Ellington, Hartford, Farmington, New Britain, Weathers- 
field, Rocky Hill, Middletown, Meriden, Northford, North Haven, 
New Haven, Milford, Waterbury, and Southington. In all those places 
he was received with favor, and in some had much larger audiences 
than had ever before assembled to hear on the subject of peace. He 
has preserved some interesting sketches of his reception; but our limits 
forbid their insertion here. 

Since his return from Connecticut, Mr. B. has been laboring for the 
most part in this vicinity; but we can copy only one specimen of what 
he has been doing: 

" On Saturday I left Boston in the cars, and after making arrange- 
ments on my way for lectures in Marblehead, Beverly, and Man- 
chester, reached at night the hospitable residence of the Rev. C. M. 
Nickels, in Gloucester. On the Sabbath I preached one part of the 
day for the Rev. W. Gale, Rockport, and the other for Mr. N. in 
G., and in the evening to a very good audience assembled in the Uni- 
tarian church from the different denominations in the place. The next 
evening I lectured again in Rockport, and under the guidance of an 
excellent deacon, went the next day to see our old and new friends, for 
the purpose of getting our publications circulated. I found, with a very 
few exceptions, an excellent spirit. The place, dependent almost en- 
tirely on the fisheries, has suffered extremely from the depression of 
that business; but I obtained, in spite of the times, an increase of our 
subscribers; no slight proof of their interest in the cause. Good people 
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there have come to view it very much as they ought. I was struck 
with the fact — such I believe it to be — that only members of the church 
took an active interest in the cause. I picked up some facts there 
which I should be glad to communicate, if a place could be found for 
them in the Advocate." 

After a further account of his efforts in Gloucester, Mr. B. proceeds: 
" On Friday evening I returned for a lecture to Manchester, a village 
chiefly of fishermen and manufacturers. It was both muddy and rainy; 
yet I had a very good audience. The next day I spent in visiting from 
house to house with more success than when there two years before, 
and found myself in my weariness so suddenly overtaken by a dark, 
rainy night, that I waited till Sabbath morning before I proceeded to 
Beverly, where I preached during the day in each of the Orthodox 
churches, and delivered in the evening a joint lecture in the Baptist 
church. It was crowded almost to suffocation, and scores, I was told 
went away because they could not get in. I was very cordially received 
by all the ministers, Orthodox, Unitarian, and Baptist. 

" The next evening I went on foot for a lecture at Beverly Farms, 
about five miles from the village of Beverly. I found a very frater- 
nal welcome from the minister, and a very good audience ready to 
hear me with candor and kindness. The next day I went on foot 
to Manchester, finished my calls on the people there, and re- 
turned to do the same in a rain-storm at the Farms. The next morn- 
ing I returned to Beverly, and, after visiting our old and many 
new friends there, under the guidance of Dea. O. of the Baptist church, 
one of the best friends we have any where, I went to Marblehead for 
a lecture in the evening." ***** 

" I regret that I did not see in Beverly our excellent friend, Robebt 
Rantotjl, Esq., father of the distinguished politician of the same 
name. When in the place two years before, I had a very pleasant in- 
terview with him; and, since that time, he had sent $30 to our treas- 
ury; substantial proof of his interest in our object." * * 

" Thus, in eleven days, I had preached or lectured nine times in six 
villages, and spent nearly the whole of almost every week-day in visit- 
ing from house to house with a degree of success much beyond my ex- 
pectations. I owe much of it to my brethren in the ministry; for they 
all treated me with great cordiality and kindness." * * 
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